
February 16, 2020 

 

Dear people of the cathedral parish, 

 

It has been an unusual winter this year.  In the midst of the cold and flu season, I 

seek you cooperation and understanding.  While observing our obligation to attend Mass 

each Sunday and Holy Day, there may be days that we should not attend if we are not 

feeling well.  Charity dictates that we do not expose others.  Often people may confess 

missing Mass due to illness.  This is different from someone missing Mass to go skiing or 

any other winter activities.   

 

In addition, I have had conversations about whether or not we should offer Holy 

Communion from the chalice during this time.  Studies have shown that spreading 

sickness through the communion chalice have been negative. Still, we can all exercise 

courteous practices. The Church teaches that to receive one or bother Sacred Species is to 

receive Jesus whole and entire, so one is not deprived of receiving our Lord completely. 

 

     Lent starts Ash Wednesday, February 16.  This weekend and next weekend, we will 

provide schedules and invitations to participate in Lenten practice here and in the area.  

There will be opportunities for the sacrament of Penance daily, with some expanded 

times on Fridays and communal Penance services around the Deanery.  The Cathedral 

Parish will host a communal penance service on Palm Sunday, April 5 at 3:00pm in the 

afternoon. 

 

This year, Stations of the Cross will be offered at 5:30pm in the Cathedral.  I hope 

the earlier time might be an incentive for the Faithful to participate.  I invited families to 

join us, too.  When I was growing up, my family made an effort to go together to Stations 

every Friday of Lent.  This beautiful devotion allows us to walk with Jesus on the road to 

Calvary.  The Cathedral School will have Stations on Fridays during the day.  The 

Faithful are welcomed to join the students.  Watch the bulletin for the time. 

 

  Forty Days for Life begins Ash Wednesday, February 26.  Parishioners of the 

Cathedral Parish are invited to pray near Planned Parenthood on W. Michigan Avenue.  I 

will be there at 3:00pm on February 26.  Join me in prayer or offer a silent witness for 

Life.  I will post my time each week, if you are able to join me. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 
 

Fr. Robert F. Creagan, rector 
 


